DINDAS FIBRE CEMENT

WORKSITE GUIDE

Read before use

At Dindas Australia, we prioritise the health and
safety of everyone involved in handling and
working with our fibre cement products. While
these materials are safe when unaltered, activities
such as cutting, sanding, or drilling can create
fine dust particles containing silica, which can be
harmful if inhaled.

Protect yourself by consistently using proper
equipment, employing dust-reducing tools, and
following the specific safety tips provided in this
guide. Remember, ensuring a secure working
environment is a collective effort.

WARNING

Silica Dust Hazard

Cutting, grinding, drilling, or
machining fibre cement products
generates silica dust. Prolonged
or repeated exposure to this dust can cause
serious health conditions, including silicosis, a
progressive and irreversible lung disease, and an
increased risk of lung cancer.

Insights on Silica and Associated Risks
What Is Silica?

Silica is a naturally occurring mineral found

in Materials like concrete, ceramics, and fibre
cement. When these products are processed
through cutting or grinding, respirable crystalline
silica (RCS) dust is generated.

Potential Dangers

RCS exposure presents risks, especially when
inadequate precautions are taken. Incorrect
practices, such as dry sweeping or using
inappropriate vacuums, can further disperse these
particles into the atmosphere.

Health Concerns

Repeated inhalation of RCS can lead to serious
health conditions, including silicosis, lung
disease, and cancers. Short-term exposure is
less hazardous, provided safe work practices are
followed consistently.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Respiratory Protection

Airborne dust containing crystalline silica presents
a significant health risk. Workers must use Respira-
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tory Protective Equipment (RPE) conforming to AS/
NZS 1715:2009 standards. This equipment must be
selected, used, and maintained in accordance with
AS/NZS 1715 guidelines, which provide detailed
instructions on choosing the correct respirator for
specific tasks, as well as its proper maintenance. A
minimum of P2 or N95 respirators is required for
routine tasks, while more complex operations may
call for powered air-purifying respirators (PAPRS).

Eye and Face Protection

Occupational eye protection is essential to prevent
irritation or injury from airborne particles. Safety
goggles or glasses with side shields, compliant
with AS/NZS 13362014 standards, provide effective
protection when cutting, drilling, or grinding

fibre cement structural flooring. For high-dust
environments, consider the use of a full-face shield
alongside protective eyewear.

Protective Clothing

Workers must wear long-sleeved shirts, full-length
trousers, and gloves to prevent skin contact with
dust. Disposable coveralls can provide additional
protection in situations where high levels of dust
are anticipated.

Proper Storage and Handling

To maintain the quality of fibre cement materials,
store them in a dry, sheltered space to avoid water
damage. Exposing products to moisture before
installation can lead to:

s Joint shrinkage, compromising alignment.

m  Staining due to soluble salts accumulating
on the surface.

m  Handling difficulties caused by increased
weight or flexibility from water absorption.

When carrying materials, keep planks upright and
seek assistance if needed to prevent accidents or
damage.

Fibre cement structural flooring specifications and
construction must meet the National Construction
Code (NCC) and relevant standards.

Areas requiring waterproofing must comply with
AS 3740:2021, as noted in NCC 2022 -10.2.9, and
should be made according to AS/NZS 2908.2.
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